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Arts & Entertainment

Charlotte’s theater community has 
waited eight long years for a local com-
pany to hoist the ornate chandelier and 
mount a full production of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s “The Phantom of the Opera.” 
Beginning Wednesday, June 10, the Blu-
menthal Performing Arts Center rewards 
your patience with a four-week run at 
Belk Theater that boasts 32 performances 
of the Tony-winning musical. 

Webber’s “Phantom,” based on Gaston 
Leroux’s novel “Le Fantôme 
de l’Opéra,” opened in Lon-
don in 1986. It followed with 
a Broadway bow two years 
later and remains open to this 
day. “Phantom” surpassed 
“Cats” as the longest-running 
show in Broadway history on 
Jan. 9, 2006. Two years later, 
the show celebrated its 20th 
anniversary.

Sean McLaughlin remem-
bers the first time he saw “Phantom” on 
stage. At age 14, he traveled with his fam-
ily from their home in Petersburg, Va., to 
attend a performance at The Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C. 

“It’s actually the show that made me 
want to get into musical theater,” he 
said. 

Though McLaughlin went on to study 
communications at Virginia Tech, he 
stayed involved with musical theater. 
“I’ve pretty much been living it rather 
than learning it,” he said. 

Fate finally found a way to align 
McLaughlin’s stars. He’s currently play-
ing Raoul, the patron of the Opéra Popu-
laire, in the touring production that’s 
coming through town. It’s his first time 
performing in “Phantom” but his second 
attempt at Webber; McLaughlin was part 
of the 2005-06 Broadway cast of the 
composer’s “The Woman In White.”

“We have, as our director puts it, a 
crackerjack cast,” McLaughlin said of 
the “Phantom” ensemble. The marquee 
name would be Tim Martin Gleason, who 
returns to the touring company to play 
the title character after a record-setting 
tenure as Raoul in the current Broadway 
production. The men will be joined by 
Trista Moldovan as Christine, the elegant 
soprano torn between her childhood lover 
and the beast beneath the opera’s stage. 

“(The producers) work us very hard, 
making sure we’re on top of our game and 
making sure we’re not just cookie-cutter 
characters,” McLaughlin said. “They like 
seeing little differences in our (portrayals 
of these) characters.” 

McLaughlin’s in his second 
consecutive year performing 
Webber’s music of the night. 
He acknowledges that “All I 
Ask of You” and the title track 
are audience favorites. “But 
the highlight of my show is 
‘Final Lair,’ the last 11 min-
utes of the show,” he said. 
“For me, it’s a joy to hear the 
trio singing. It’s really fun to 
sing. It’s powerful. 

“I remember the first time I heard the 
score; I would listen to it over and over, 
from ‘The Point of No Return’ on. The 
show picks up and takes off like a train. It 
just hits you. And then the ending is just 
heartbreaking. It’s so great.” q

Want to go?
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “The Phantom 

of the Opera” plays Belk Theater, 130 N. 
Tryon St. June 10 through July 5 as part 
of the Blumenthal Performing Arts Cen-
ter’s Broadway Lights Series. For tickets, 
$23-$83, call 704-372-1000 or visit www.
carolinatix.org.

Hungry for more Broadway? The 
Blumenthal announced that “The Color 
Purple” will return to Charlotte Aug. 
25-30 for eight encore performances at the 
Belk Theater. For tickets and information, 
visit www.blumenthalcenter.org.

A night at the ‘Opera’ 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
‘Phantom’ returns 
to Blumenthal

by Sean O’Connell 
sean@thecharlotteweekly.com

Trista Moldovan (left) and Tim Martin Gleason in “The Phantom of the Opera”

Sean McLaughlin
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